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MUSEUM OFFERS AFRICAN TEXTILES 
AND DECORATIVE ARTS EXHIBITION 


African Textiles and Decorative Arts , the first comprehensive survey of 
its kind of textiles and body ornaments from 26 African countries will be on 
view at The Cleveland Museum of Art from October 3 to December 2. 

The exhibition was organized by The Museum of Modern Art under the auspices 
of its International Council and was made possible by generous grants from the 
National Endowment for the Arts and the Exxon Corporation. It includes 250 
examples of textiles^ jewelry^ headgear^ and body ornaments selected by Professor 
Roy Sieber of Indiana University^ with Arthur Drexler^ Director of the 
Department of Architecture and Design at The Museum of Modern Art and Katherine 
Co White^ who prepared an initial survey of over 3000 examples chosen from 
American Museums and collections. 

Textiles in the show include East African bark cloth^ complex woven 
mixtures of cotton and silk from Ghana and Nigeria^ knitted objects from the 
Cameroons^ cut-pile embroidery from the Kasai area of Zaire^ painted textiles 
from the Ivory Coast^ applique from Dahomey^ and strip weaves from Upper Volta. 
Lengths of cloth as well as skirts^ trousers^ robes and costumes are shown. 

Body ornaments and personal accessories include rings ^ bracelets^ anklets^ 
necklaces^ pendants^ and earrings; in gold^ silver^ brass^ iron^ ivory^ straw^ 
and leather. They range from delicate bead necklaces of the Zulu to massive 
brass Ibo anklets^ and from the exquisite workmanship of Ashanti gold to 
brutally powerful Liberian metalwork. 
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Among the symbols of high status are fans^ batons and whisks. Cosmetic 
accoutrements include containers for body paint as well as razors^ combs^ 
hairpins^ wigs and tweezers. 

Hair styles and body paint are shown in photographs of contemporary ex- 
amples^ as well as in reproductions of engravings from books published by the 
early western travelers in Africa. Because African head ornaments are parti- 
cularly inventive^ the exhibition includes hats^ crowns and feather top knots ^ 
shown on cork mannikins. All objects and textiles have been borrowed from 
public and private collections in this country. 

Professor Roy Sieber who has spent many years in Africa is the author of 
the catalogue which accompanies the exhibition. The book^ containing 244 
illustrations, 40 of which are in color, is the first comprehensive pictorial 
survey of these African arts . 

African art has been known to the western world since Portuguese explorers 
first visited the West African coast almost 500 years ago. In this century the 
west has come to understand and appreciate the power and beauty of African 
sculpture but textiles, body ornaments and jewelry have remained largely unknown 
to all but collectors and museum curators. About 907o of the objects in 
the exhibition were produced within the last 100 years. Perhaps 757o can still be 
found in use, or on sale, or in current production in Africa. 

Admission to the exhibition is $1.00 for non -members and 50<: for students. 
School and organized youth groups with confirmed appointments will be admitted 
free of charge. 





